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Krasiejów is a small village some 20 kilometres east of Opole. In recent years, 

it has rapidly become a mecca for lovers of palaeontology from all over the world. The 

prime reason is the sheer abundance of accumulated fossil vertebrates on the grounds of 

old brickworks for which claystones were excavated in an open-cast mine (Dzik and 

Sulej, 2007). The age of these rocks and the fossils that they contain is Late Triassic, 

but a more precise dating (i.e., either Carnian, Norian or Rhaetian) still is ambiguous. 

Generally, the view is that the claystones at Krasiejów were not laid down earlier than 

latest Carnian (230-225 million years ago, Ma) and no later than middle Norian (220-

210 Ma) (Gruszka and Zieli•ski, 2008). As far as the geological time scale is 

concerned, this is merely a narrow age range difference, but from the point of view of 

the evolution of terrestrial Triassic vertebrates it does make quite a difference! 

 

Locality and geological setting 

 

What did present-day Silesia look like during the Late Triassic? The wider 

surroundings of Krasiejów area were quite flat, except for the southwestern edges of 

Poland (Fig. 1), where elevated terrain remained, representing remains of deeply eroded 

Variscan rock formations. Mainly from there, rivers proceeded and formed more or less 

extensive backwaters and swamps, separating islands from the dry mainland. This area 

was situated much further south on the globe during the Triassic, under warm, 

subtropical climatic conditions and the impact of monsoon rains.  

Because of these circumstances air temperatures were very similar to those of the 

present-day Mediterranean basin, with merely two seasons; a rainy (summer) and dry 

(winter) one. Under such conditions, rivers swelled during summer and extended far 

beyond their beds, whereas in winter they almost disappeared and marsh and swamp 

areas decreased in size. Occasionally, rainfall was very intense which locally led to 

flooding. Just as a result of one of such floods, the extensive accumulation of fossil 

bones came into being in what is now Krasiejów (Gruszka and Zieli•ski, 2008). The 
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